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PASTORAL ADVICE, Sc. 


IL. vith great pleaſure, my dear friend, 

that I hear of your recovery. Events 
like this ought. to give us joy. A parent. 
reſtored to his family a huſband, or a wife, 
returning from the borders of the grave to 
an affectionate partner, are occurrences, 
which chaſe away ſo many fears and ſor- 
rows, that a Chriſtian ought to feel a glow 
of thankfulneſs, whenever he hears of them. 
His religion inſtructs him, to weep with 
thoſe who weep ; and rejoice with thoſe who. 
' rejoice. 1 


Let me be numbeted with the ſincereſt 
of thoſe friends, who congratulate you on 
| A your 
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your recovery; for, indeed, I take a cordial 


intereſt in this happy circumſtance. And, 


1 humbly pray, that He, who has in his 


great mercy raiſed you up from the bed of 
ſickneſs, may be pleaſed ro continue to you 
the bleſſing of health; and that you may 


long live to adminiſter to the comfott of 
thoſe with whom you are connected. 


I would indulge a hope alſo, that you 
wiſh to live, not only for the fake of your 
family and friends, but likewiſe that you 
may make that uſe of your recovered health, 
which a regard to God, and to your 3 


hereaſter, require. 


To aſſiſt you in ſo good a purpoſe, this 
little tract is put into your hands. He who 
wrote it deſigns by means of it, to converſe 
with you about thoſe things which your re- 
covery calls you to conſider; and to ſhew 
you how the remainder of life may be beſt 
employed, moſt comfortably ſpent, and 


moſt happily cloſed. 1 75 
The 
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The firſt ſubject of our confideration hall 
de, that thank fulneſs which you owe to G 
for your recovery. For though you may 
have had the beſt medical aid, yet you 
ſhould remember, chat it is Go who giverk 
fkill to the phyſician, and healing virtues to 
the medieine; and that the ſucceſs of all 
our lawful endeavours is to be- afcribed 
to his bleſſing accompanying them. The 
ſame phyſician whom you employed has at- 
tended another patient, whoſe caſe reſem- 
bled your own. The fame ſkill, and the 
fame care, has been exerted to recover him: 
but to no purpoſe. How can you better 
account for the ſucceſs of the means m your 


caſe, while the ſame means have failed in : 


others, than by faying, It pleaſed God to 
proſper the methods which were employed 
for my recovery? Give glory therefore 10 
God; and be ready to acknowledge, that it 
is through his bleſſing on the uſe of means 
that you are among the living this day. 
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L 8.7 
And what can be fo proper for you to 
add as thoſe words of the Pfalmiſt ? Bleſs 
the Lord, O my foul; and all that is within 
ne, bleſs his holy name; who forgiveth thine 
iniquities ; who bealeth all thy diſeaſes ; who 


 redeemeth thy life from deſtruftion ; and 


crowneth thee with loving kindneſs and tender 
mercies *, | 


Let not the man, who has been ſnatched 
from the grave, forget the ſtory of the 
thankful leper. He applied, with nine 
other perſons, afflicted with the ſame diſ- 
eaſe, to our Saviour for relief, They were 
told to go and ſhew themſelves to the 
prieſt, and in going, they were healed, It 
was enough for thoſe who accompanied 


him to have obtained a cure. But that did 


not ſatisfy him; he returned to ſeck his 
benefactor ; and when he found him, he 
threw himſelf at his feet, and with a loud 


voice glorified God. 


*. Pſalm ciii. 14. 
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But verbal acknowledgements: of your 
obligations to God, are not the whole of 
hat your recovery binds upon you. The 
voice that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not die, "but: live, 
ſays to you, Go and ſin no more; left a worſe 
thing befal thee. It becomes you, there- 
fore, to look over the time paſt, and con- 
ſider, whether what remains may not be 
better employed, than that was which is 
gone: yea, whether what is paſt hath not 
been ſo entirely wrong, as to make it ne- 
ceflary to alter your whole plan of life. 

There is a way, ſaith the wiſeſt of kings, 
which ſeemeth right to a man, but the end 
thereof is death. How wile is he, who when 
he hears ſo ſerious a truth, honeſtly en- 
quires, whether the obſervation be true in 
his caſc? Let me, with a view to your be- 
nefit, talk with you as I ought to do to one, 
who has hitherto miſtaken his way. To 
addreſs you on this ſuppoſition can do you 
no harm: if the ſuppoſition be not juſt, 
_ every thing you read in this paper will 
A 3 remind 
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remind you of your obligations to Divine 
Grace, for making you to differ from thoſe, 
who are living without God in the world : 
but if it be otherwiſe, how neceſſary is it. 
that you attentively conſider ſuch friendly 
admonitions, as ſeriouſneſs and good will to 
a fellow creature, enjoin me to give you. 


Let me obſerve to you, that although 1 
may addreſs you as one, who hath not lived 
according to God's word, yet it is no part of 
my intention to charge you with being a 
greater ſinner than others. Whether you. 
be fuch or not, I do not enquire : I addreſs 
you on this ground, namely, that like my- 
ſelf, and others, you have departed from 
the path of righteouſneſs. For alas! Al 
we like ſheep have gone aſtray, we bave 
turned every one to his own way*! One 
runs to the exceſs of riot. Another lives 
obſervant of the rules of temperance ; but 
indulges himſelf in gratifying ſome of the 


* Ifaiah liii. 6. 


worſt £ 


14 1 
worſt paſſions of our fallen nature. A 
third ſupports a decency of behaviour to- 
wards his fellow - creatures; yet God 15 not 


in all bis thoughts . Great is the difference 
of their reſpective characters; but in one 
eircumſtance they all reſemble each other; 
they are all as ſheep gone aſtray 7. All for- 
ſaking the right ways of God ; though de- 
parting from them in different directions, 
and moving at various n of diſtance 
from them. 


It is enough to excite the concern of a 
chriſtian mind, to find you in the number 
of thoſe perſons, who ſcem to be the ve 
out of the right way. If you are not walk - 
ing in the path which leads to God, you 
are in the road of danger, and you ought to 
be alarmed ; for every ſtep you are taking 
leads you farther from true peace; even 
though it be not the worſt way that can be 
found. | 


* Pſalm x. 4. +, 1 Pet. ii, 25. 
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3 
And here let me aſk you a plain queſ- 
tion or two, What has been the lead- 


ing object of your life? Has it been that 
you might know your Creator ? Have you 


been ſeriouſly deſirous of pleaſing him in 
all things? Have you carefully ſought to 
know his will? or has the leading purpoſe 
of your life been, to ſecure to yourſelf the 


enjoyments of this world ? If this has been 
your ruling deſire, I need not aſk you to 
inform me of any particulars of your con- 
duct. The life cannot be right, where the 
heart is not in a right ſtate: where that is 


the caſe, there exiſts no principle of true 
obedience: and the conduct muſt of courſe 


have that irregularity in it, which will ſhew 


to proper judges, that, although ſome good 
actions be performed, the moral character 
is radically defective. That ever-active, 


that eee, Ba the fear of God in 
anting. 3 


If this principle be wanting in you, I 


may venture to ſay, that you have not led 


that 


. 
that kind of life which the word of God 


enjoins. From a deſire to contribute to 
your benefit, I could wiſh to ſhew you what 
your life has been. If the fear of God has 
not been the main ſpring of your conduct, 
the following repreſentation will perhaps be 
found to be no unfaithful picture of por 
life. : 


You have not ſpent your time probably” 
without performing ſome religious acts. 
You have attended the worſhip of God; 
but you have not made much difficulty of 
abſenting yourſelf from it, when it has ap- 
peared that a little profit or pleaſure might 
be obtained by neglecting it. And when 
you did attend on it, how little was your 
heart engaged therein! You have confeſſed 
ſins, which you never lamented; aſked. for 
bleſſings, you never ſincerely deſired z, and 
liſtened to inſtructions, which you never ſe- 
riouſly regarded. So that, though it can- 
not Fee be juſtly ſaid, that you lived 

A 5 alto- 
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altogether without religion, yet you have 
hved without true religion. What you 
have contented yourſelf with has been a 
religion, without love to God; without 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; without repentance ; 
without holy affections. In a word, it has 


| been a religion, without any principle of 


ſufficient force to beget a ſerious, reſolved, 
purpoſe of honouring your Creator by your 
life : and accordingly this has been no part 
of your plan. You have been living to 
yourſelf. To gratify your own will has been 
the leading deſign of your life: and God, 
who ought to be the firſt object of regard, 
has been ſcarcely regarded at all. 


Bur if this be a true account of your paſt 
life, is it not a very ſerious one? Is there 
any thing in fuch a life expreſſive of that 
obedient ſpirit, which a rational creature 
ought, on all occaſions, to ſhew towards his 
Creator? Can there be any true holineſs 


where ſuch a ſpirit does not exiſt? And 
6 without 


L 
without that, the Scripture tells you, that 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord. Had you died 
in this ſtate, therefore, you never would 
have been admitted to dwell in heaven with 
God, but have been caſt out from his 
blefſed preſence ; and as you lived and died 
an alien from the commonwealth of Jrael f, 
ſuch you would have remained. 


What a deliverance then is yours ! What 
continual thankfulneſs does your recovery 
call for, when it is recollected that you were 
not prepared to die! Where would you 
now have been, had not that diſorder been 
removed, which lately confined you? Think 
of this; and pray that you may. improve 
your eſcape from the hand of death. 


You now ſtand, my friend, in a ſituation 
of the moſt intereſting kind. If, inſtead of 
endeavouring to improve it, you ſpend the 
reſidue of your days in a courſe ot ungod- 


* Heb, xii. 14. + Eph, ii, 12 
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lineſs, your preſent recovery is to be con- 
ſidered only as a reſpite from the ſentence 
of an offended God; before whom you 
muſt-at laſt appear, with all your {ins upon 


you. But if your recovery be wiſely. and 


ſeriouſly improved, you may get your 
reſpite exchanged for a pardon. You may 
not merely have your puniſhment put off; 
but through the abundant mercy of God, 


obtain a final and everlaſting diſcharge from 
at; Conſider where you ſtand; and re- 
member, that according as vou uſe the 


remainder of life, heaven or hell is beſore 
you. 


J would have you take encouragement 
from this account of your ſituation, and not 
look upon it merely in an awful point of 


view. For I do not mean that you ſhould 


be oppreſſed with ſuch reflections as theſe 
continually occurring to you. How criti- 


cal is my ſituation! The way to. heaven 


is indeed open; but the path proceeds 
© along a narrow ridge, from which if my 
© foot 
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foot once ſlip, I drop into a gulph of end- 
© leſs miſery !' It is not ſo tremendous a 
path that you are called to walk in. The 
Chriſtian life has much more of hope in it, 
thanſu ch a reflection ſuppoſes. It is full of 
encouragement. It is a way made cheerful, 
by our having a heavenly guide, and a bea- 
veuly guard, to accompany us; a God, 
Who remembereth wherecf we are made, a 
merciful high prieſt, who is touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, to look to; and 
the promiſe of grace, to belp us in time of 
need, to encourage the traveller all through 
his journey. : 


Be but in earneſt, and all will be well. 
There is more to hope for, than there is to 
fear. There is an high-way thrown up, 
which leads to the heavenly Canaan, The 
wayfaring man—the man who is found on 
the road, and is ſeriouſly endeavouring in a 
dependance on God to make the beſt of | 
his ws ſhall not err therein *. 


bn Talk xxx; 8. A 
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Now, if you be earneſtly deſirous of 
making the beſt uſe of your recovered life, 
and are determined to make the welfare of 
your ſoul more -your care than you have 
hitherto done, you will be glad. to receive 
ſome directions, to aſſiſt you in this wiſe 
and holy purpoſc. Such as I am able to 
give you, I ſhall 1 n with the greateſt 
readineſs. 


CHAP. Il. 


Directions for one, who defires to live a more 
religious life than he has hitherto done. 


HAPPY is the man that findeth wiſdom, 
and the man that petteth underſtanding *. 
The wiſdom which the holy Scriptures 
commend to us, is true religion. Happy is 
he who underſtands 1ts nature, and hves 
under its influence; whatever be his out- 
ward circumſtances. It will not indeed 


2 Prov, iii. iii. 13. 


render 
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render him inſenſible to the thorns and 
briars which the earth brings forth; but it 
will aſſuage the pains they occaſion, and 
heal the wounds they give. Seek, my dear 
friend, after the poſſeſſion of this bleſſed 
ſecret ; for it will aſſuredly enrich him who 
is acquainted with 1t. - But here let me ap- 
prize you, that it is with Religion as it 
is with all other things of value: there 
are many counterfeits of it current in the 
world. One of the firſt admonitions there- 
fore that I would give to you is this, ſeri- 
ouſly endeavour to know, wherein true reli- 
gion conſiſts, For if you adopt any falſe 
view of its nature, this error may beget 
other errors ; and thoſe of the moſt hurtful 
kind. 


There is no ſubject on which men ought 
to be better informed, than that of Reli- 
gion; and yet how many are there, con- 
cerning whom it may be ſaid, that there is 
not one, which they have taken leſs pains 
to underſtand ! If this be true of you, it is 

N highly 
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highly probable, that you have yet to learn, 
what true Religion is. Now then, if you 


. would fave your ſoul, you muſt not be ſu- 


perficial in this matter. It #5 not @' vain 
thing for you; it is your life. You muſt 
therefore make a buſineſs of endeavouring to 
know the things, which belong to your peace +. 
Not only muſt thine ear be inclined unto wiſ- 
dom, but thine heart muſt be applied to un- 


derſtanding. Yea, my ſon, if thou crieſt after 


knowledge, if thou lifteſt up thy voice for un- 
derftanding : if thou ſeekeſt her as ſilver, and 


ſearcheſt for her, as for hidden treaſures : 


then thou ſhalt underfiand the. fear of the 


_ the Lord; and find the knowledge of God F. 


Whatever be the means which God has 
ordained for obtaining heavenly wiſdom, 


they muſt be diligently and ſteadily uſed. 


| Now theſe are ſufficiently obvious. 


It hath pleaſed God to give nnto men a re- 
velation of his will ; and this 1s contained in 


Deut. xxxii. 47. Luke xix. 42. 


the 
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the holy Scriptures; which we acknowledge 
as the appointed rule of faith, and practice. 
Theſe holy Scriptures may be read in the 
language of your own country. Beſides 
theſe, our bleſſed Saviour has ordained, 
that there ſhould be living Inſtructors in his 
Church. Chriſtian miniſters are appointed 
to wait continually upon this great buſineſs 
of teaching the way of ſalvation. Their 
time is ſet apart for the purpoſe of watch- 
ing over the flocks committed to their 
care; and adminiſtering ſuch inſtruction, 
warning, or encouragement, as they may 
ſeverally ſtand in need of. It is their pro- 


vince to ſtudy the holy Scriptures,” and co 2 


endeavour to impreſs the hearts of men 
with their weighty contents. They are 
diſcharged from worldly occupations, not 
merely that their profeſſion may be held in 
honour, but that they may be leſt at full 

leiſure to adminiſter to the beſt intereſts of 
thoſe, who are occupied in the affairs of 
this life : it being a great part of the de- 
fign of their inſtitution, that they ſhould 
coun- 
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counteract the hurtful influence, which pre- 
fent things have upon mankind, by endea- 
vouring to bring the future world before 
them. Moreover, a day of reſt is jet apart ; 
that we might be at leiſure to attend to the 
concernments of our ſouls ;. that we might 
have an opportunity of hearing the inftruc- 
tions, and of being edified by the ſtudies of 
thoſe miniſters, who are aiming to lead us 
forward in the path to heaven. By this 
day of reſt God giveth us time to hear, to 
read, to reflect, and to pray. 


Now if you be deſirous of attaining to 


the knowledge of God, and of true Reli- 


gion, here you perceive are means for this 
purpoſe. And if theſe bleſſings be ſuffi- 
ciently valued by you, you will be glad that 
there are means of obtaining. them, You 
will reckon them among your chief mer- 
cies. You will be conſtant in your at- 
tendance on them; and in due time, they 
will be found ſufficient to anſwer the pur- 
poſe for which they were ordained, 


Bur 
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But this kind of attendance I cannot en- 
courage myſelf to expect of you, if you be 
not truly in earneſt to ſave your ſoul. 
There may be a reſolution formed in your 
mind to make uſe of the means of grace, 
even though there be no great concern 
about your ſal vation. But if ſuch kind of 
concern be wanting, your reſolutions are 
not ſo deeply rooted as it is neceſſary for 
them to be. Fearing, therefore, that you 
ſhould not abide by them, I feel a deſire to 


ſet before you what may after all be the re- 


ſult of them. If the repreſentation diſpleaſe 
you, think of the deſign of him who makes 
it: it is not to offend you, but to do you 
good. It is not to diſcourage you, but to 
lead you to ſeek unto God for ſuch ſtrength, 
as will enable you to endure unto the end. 
Bear with me therefore, my friend, while I 
endeavour to trace the progreſs, and the 
iſſue of your preſent ſeriouſneſs, if it be not 
founded in a deep concern for the ſalvation 
of your ſoul, N 


You 
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You will begin, by determining to avoid 
all interruption on the Lord's day. For a 
few Sundays at firſt, your attendance in the 
houſe of God will be 'exemplarily conſtant, 


and regular. You will be ſcen there both 


morning and afternoon. But if there be 
not any thing in you after all, like what the 
Scriptures call, a hungring and tbirſting af 
ter righteouſneſs *, you will grow weary of 
this. Religious worſhip will be a dull buſi- 
neſs to you; religious inſtruction equally 
ſo; you having no intereſting enquiries to 
make, feeling no ſpiritual wants to. ſatisfy, 
nor having any ſuch deſires to gratify, as 
the word of God alone can meet. It will 
require, therefore, no mighty effort, to 
draw you away from employments, in which 
your mind takes but little intereſt. I ſhall 
not wonder, therefore, if, at length, it be 
found, that attendance on Public worſhip . 
in the morning, was as much as you could 


well ſapport ; and that a propoſal to take a 


* Matt. v. 6. 


wall 
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walk in the aſternbon, made by ſome 'ac- * 


quaintance, who cares not either for your 
ſoul or his own, prevail with you, againſt 
the admonition of your Miniſter, who feels 
an ardent concern for your everlaſting wel- 
fare. You will take your walk. Tou will 
probably get into company. The conver- 
ſation will be lively; but it will have no 
more relation to Ged, than if there were no 
ſuch Being in the univerſe : and in this way, 
you will loſe the little impreſſion, which 
the morning ſermon may have made on 


your mind, This 1s the firſt going off. 


After this, you will venture ſometimes, 
to be abſent from Public worſhip, the whole 


day. Your reſolutions will be forgotten, 


or laughed at. You will return to your old. 
habits of viſiting, or receiving viſits on a 
Sunday. Propoſals will be . made for the 
profanation of the day, which promiſe too 
much entertainment for you not to comply 
with them. And thus, the opportunities 
which God gives to you of being inſtructed 


18 
in truths of the utmoſt moment, being 
frequently given up to pleaſure, will at 
length be relinquiſhed without the leaſt re- 
gret. And thus all your ſerious. refolves, 
all the rules by which you bound yourſelf, 
will die away. Here will end, that new 
life you promiſed to lead. Things will re- 
turn-to their former ſtate. If formerly you 
lived in habitual neglect of religious worſhip, 
you will again habitually neglect it. If you 
formerly. had fo little fenſe of religion, as 


only to attend its public ſervices occaſion- 


ally, you will fink down to that level again, 
And by all this it will appear, that you 


were made nothing better, by having been 


brought back from the borders of the 
grave, and having a longer ſeaſon of pro- 
bation granted to you. But oh, can you 
bear this thought! Does it not diſtreſs you, 
to ſuppoſe, that thus ſhould end all thoſe 


good purpoſes you formed in the hour of 


fickneſs ? Did you not bind yourſelf to 
obedience with the moſt ſolemn reſolutions ? 
Did you not 3 ſay O, if God 

would 
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would be pleaſed to ſpare me a little longer, 
how would I read my Bible !—how con- 
ſtantly would I attend my church !—how 
diligently would I ſerve the Lord! Can 
you bear, I ſay, the thought of forgetting 
what you owe to him who beard you in the 
day of trouble? No; I perſuade myſelf, 
ſuch a thought gives you pain. And well 
it may : for if thus end all your purpoſes 
of amendment, you only hve to contract 
more guilt; and you die, after all, a greater 
ſinner than ever. 


Now therefore, my friend, leſt all the 
fruits of your late recovery ſhould amount 
to nothing more than this ſhort-lived re- 
formation ; this temporary ſuſpenſion of bad 
habits; let me tell you a plain, but neceſ- 
ſary truth or two. I muſt not deceive you, 
by giving you reaſon to think, that nothing 
more is neceflary in the ſerious buſineſs for 
which theſe ſheets were written, than merely, 
that you be provided with good rules of 
conduct. I muſt tell you, that human na- 

ture 
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ture is ſo depraved, as to reſemble a ma- 
chine, the it movements of which are 
diſordered. Such is man; his viſible irre- 
gularities are but the natural effect of the 
diſordered ſtate of his heart. And there- 
fore unleſs that be rectiſied, the giving 
good rules will anſwer little purpoſe ; for 
either they will not be made any uſe of, 
or they will be miſapplied. N 


Before we proceed any farther, therefore, 
let me exhort you, earneſtiy to pray to God 
for a right heart. This is God's gift. For 
his grace you muſt humbly and earneſtly 
apply, both 1n order to begin well, and per- 


' ſevere unto the end, in the faithful uſe of 


all thoſe means, which he has appointed for 
the ſalvation of your ſoul. To aſſiſt you 
herein, the following prayer is compoſed. 
Firſt let it be carefully read over, and if it 
expreſs the deſires of your heart, offer it up 
unto God: and the Lord hear and anſwer 


your requeſts !. 


A PRAYER. 


L 2s ] 
A PRAYER. 

eO Moſt gracious God! whoſe mercies 
are over all the works of thy hand, and of 
whoſe long-ſuffering I am a living witneſs ; 
permit me to offer up my thank ſgivings to 
Thee, for having been graciouſly pleaſed to 
hear me in the day of my diſtreſs, and to 
raiſe me up from the bed of ſickneſs. O 
let me never forget thy mercy ! and let all 
thoſe, who beſought Thee to ſpare my life, 


Join me, in bleſſing thy Holy Name, for 
ant and anſwering our prayers. 


« And ſince thou haſt been pleaſed to 
lengthen out my days; and thereby, giveſt 
me an opportunity of conſidering my 
former courſe of living, and of amending 
my ways; O do thou be mercifully pleaſed, 
to enable me, ſeriouſly to apply my heart 
to theſe things! Let the time paſt of my life 
ſuffice, to have lived ſo forgetful of Thee: 
and let me henceforth walk in newneſ/s of 
life. | 

B « I deſire 


E 
$i « T defire to be thankful, O Lord, that 
if thou haſt put it into the heart of one of thy 
j 1 ſervants, to concern himſelf about the wel- 
194 fare of my ſoul; and to give me directions 
for my future conduct. O that I may be 
willing to receive all his inſtructions, and 


en 
* 4 


| | bear all his reproofs! and may I faithfully 
wt : follow the counſel he gives me; that my 

| foul may be the better for the book, which 
| he hath written for my benefit. 

« I would ſeriouſly confider, O moſt gra- 
cious God ! what thy ſervant has told me, 
i reſpecting a right ſtate of heart. And I 
lf may fee indeed the neceſſity of a renewed 
i mind; by recollecting how many good 
| -purpoſes I have heretgfore formed, which 
. I never executed. And nov, leſt my pre- 
ſent good re ſolutions ſhould alſo die away, 
; and leave me, after all, a poor careleſs ſin- 
, ner; O create in me a clean heart ; and renew 
à right ſpirit within me] For, O Lord, how 
1 ſhall I be able to give account of the great 
144 deliverance thou haſt wrought for me, the 
inſtruc- 


Lu J 


inſtructions I have heard, and the: feriows . 
deſires I have felt, if in violation of all-theſe 
things, I ſhould return to that life of indlif · 
ference to Thee, my great and merciful 
en which I . led. 


Let me i 0 moſt merciful God 1 be 
deceived by that ſobriety of mind, which I 
at preſent feel. Fearing, that it may be 
but a flight and temporary impreſſion of 
religion, I pray unto Thee for true ſeriouſ 
neſs, If my heart be not yet truly turned 
to Thee, O turn it now! Implant in me 
a genuine and laſting fear of God, that I 
may love to read and meditate on thy 
word; that I may thankfully einbrace all 
opportunities of attending the worſhip of 
thy houſe, and of profiting by the labouts 
of thy miniſters; that the Sabbath may 
never be a weariveſs to me, but a wel- 
come day, on account of the time it affords 
me for attending to the things which belang 
o my peace; and that none of the means, 
B 2 which 
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confidence, nor deſpairing conviction; but 


( 28 J 
which'thou haſt in mercy appointed for my 


ſalvution, may be wegligendy, EI 
| re attended. | | zh 


I} "= Nen i | 

ve 0 re unto me that a lincerity, 
which leads a ſoul to be always endeavour- 
ing to know, what be Lord requires ; that I 
may be not only a bearer, but a deer of thy 
word.” And may I ſo profit by the means 
of grace, as to hold forth the light of a 
"oY n to others. 


And let that grace, which turns the heart 


of à finner to God, abide with me; that 1 
may not be found at length among thoſe, 
hö only endure for @ time, but that I may 
continue to the end of my days, living in 
the! exerciſe of that faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
which is diſtinguiſhed from all vain confi- 
dende; by its holy and happy effects. So 
that, when my dying hour ſhall at length 
arrive, I may meet it neither with ignorant 

with 


a 4 


121 
with a ſtedfaſt faith, and a well-grounded 
and humble hope, commit myſelf to the 
mercy of God, through Jeſus Chriſt: To 
whom, with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, 


be glory for ever . ever. n 
öh 144 
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n 

Jo this effect, I ah you pee to 
pray; whether you uſe theſe words, or not. 
For it is not merely getting you to repeat 
this, or any other prayer, that I am deſirous 
of, but your being in a humble, teachable, 
and dependant ſtate of mind: ſuch a ſtats 
of mind, as will lead you to look up to God 
with ſimplicity, and with earneſtneſs, and 
ſay, O let my heart be right - with tbee! 
What I wiſh you continually to remember 
is, that daily application to God for a right 
ſtate of heart, is an exerciſe with which you 
ſhould” begin Religion; with which, you 
ſhould carry it on; and with which, its very 
laſt act ſhould be accompanied. 


B 3 C HAP. 
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* H 3 
Further directions to the recovering perſon. 


LET us now, my dear friend, reſume 
our important ſubject; for ſuch, I truſt, 
you feel it to be. I ſhall be made happy, 

44 if I perceive that your illneſs has diſpoſed 
| | you to give a ſerious attention to the good 
1 of your ſoul. Conſidering how few there 
are who are willing to reflect on their ways, 
or liſten to any thing which relates to God, 
what reaſon have we to be thankful for 
any circumſtance, however painful, which 
miay have rendered us defirous' of knowing 
the things which belong to our peace. If ſuch 
RI a difpoſition of mind have reſulted from the 
| | 4 | affliction you have been under, you may re- 
= | gard your illneſs, as one of the happieſt 
[15 07 occurrences of your life, Let me now pro- 
| ceed then to improve that favourable ſtate 
| of mind you may be in, by imparting to. 
you ſome further directions, which by the 
bleſſing 


( 
bleſſing of God, may contribute to your 
everlaſting comfort. 2 


The rule to which I next intreat your 
ſerious regard, reſpects the uſe of the holy 
Scriptures. The very fight of a Bible 
ought to awaken in a Chriſtian a ſentiment 
of veneration. However it may be thrown 
about, as if it were a book of little value, 
we ſhould recollect, that it has been the di- 
rectory and the comfort of God's ſervants for 
ages paſt, That it may be as rich à trea- 
ſure to you, as it has been to them, make 
a point of reading, every day, a portion of 
that bleſſed book, from which they drew 
their knowledge, their hopes, and their 
Joys. It will teach you how to judge of 
yourſelf; how to judge of that world in 
which you live; how to judge of human 
life; and of every other ſubje&, concerning 
which, it is of importance to form a right” 
opinion. In the peruſal of it, you will meet 
with ſame things hard to be underſtood : but 
let not them either diſtreſs you, or diſcou- 
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rage you from proceeding. What is at 

_ Preſent difficult, may be hereafter eaſy. 
Let the difficult parts remind you of the 
need you ſtand in of that aſſiſtance, which 
our Saviour gave to his diſciples. It is 
faid, that he opened their underſtandings, that 
they might underſtand the Scriptures. Pray, 
that the like aſſiſtance may be afforded to 
you. Beg of God, that he would be pleaſed, 
by the influence of his Holy Spirit, to re- 
move from your mind all blindneſs ; all 
prejudice ; all dullneſs of apprehenſion ; 
that you may learn what God teaches you. 
You will find, that many things in the 
| Scriptures which now perplex you, will 
hereafter yield you ſatisfactory, and com- 
fortable information. He who takes plea- 
ſure in meditating on God's word, travels 
through arich and beautiful country. There 
are indeed ſome depths in it, which are too 
profound for him ; but they do not ſtop 
his courſe. He may ſtill paſs on, amidſt 
trees which bear the richeſt fruits, and 
ſprings which yield refreſhing water, while 
many 


| . 
many a glorious proſpect unfolds itſelf to 
his view, to invigorate his beſt deſires. 


There is another mean of ſalvation which 
the God of mercy has appointed. He has 
ordained that the truths of his holy word 
ſhould be diſpenſed to you by men lite 
infirmities with others. Is not this a mer- 
ciful appointment, that ſome of your fellow 
creatures, who feel the ſame wants, and 
need the ſame grace which you do, ſhould 
be ſet apart for the expreſs purpoſe of ad- 
miniſtering to you ſuch inſtruction, warn- 

ing, or encouragement, as your circum- 
ſtances may particularly require? 


You, without doubt, conſidered this as 
an advantage when your life hung in doubt. 
The viſit of a miniſter was acceptable to 
vou. You wiſhed fot ſuch a perſon to 
come to you, and converſe with you on di- 
vine ſubjects. It is to be hoped, that now 
you are getting well, you will not feel, as 
if you had no more occaſion for ſuch men. 

B 5 Much 
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Much edification may be obtained through 
their inſtrumentality, even by thoſe, who 
are their ſuperiors in many branches of 
knowledge. Do not ſuffer yourſelf, there- 
fore, to loſe any opportunities of being be- 
nefired by a life devoted to the conſidera- 
tion of religious matters. Such is the life 
of a true miniſter of Chriſt, And ſurely 
that mind which is conſtantly occupied 
about any particular thing, is likely to be 
much better informed concerning it, than 
that which is but occaſionally employed on 
it. This conſideration urges us, to ſeize 
the opportunities of receiving public in- 
ſtruction: without placing thoſe men too 
high, who are appointed to adminiſter it. 


Tour attendance on this ordinance like- 
wiſe, muſt be accompanied with prayer for 
the grace of God's holy Spirit; that you 
may diſcern the great truths of Chriſtianity ; | 
that you may nightly apprehend the nature 
of that redemption, which it is ſo much the 
buſineſs of Chriſtian miniſters to ſec forth, 

and 


FE 


and of all men, to-underſtand ; and that yu 


may perceive how you may-get the benefit 
of that great work, which the Redcemer 


undertook, and performed, to deliver us 
from guilt, and condemnation, 


Theſe are the means, which God has or- 
dained for obtaining the knowledge of true 
Religion, and the grace to practice it. 
May you have the wiſdom to attend on 
them with diligence and perſeverance; and 
may you derive from them, all the bleſſings 


for which they were inſtituted !. 


But now, as your friend, let me tell you 
of a very great and hurtful error, into 
which ſome perſons fall, who attend on 
theſe means. The true and proper uſe of- 
them is forgotten, by ſome of thoſe who do 
not neglect them. They do not uſe tem 
as means of religion, but are ſatisfied in ob- 


_ ſerving theſe duties; as if that were all that 


was required of them. To read the holy 


Scriptures, to attend the preaching of God's 
B 6 word, 
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word, to pray to God in public, and in pri- 
vate; theſe are means of attaining know- 
ledge, penitence, faith, and holy diſpoſitions 
of mind. But uſing the means of obtain- 
ing a thing, is not the thing itſelf. 

How many, alas! are there, who ſtand in 
need of being often reminded of this plain 
truth. There may be a punctual and re- 
gular attendance on the means of religion, 
and yet no one affection of the heart ac- 
company the exact and methodical wor- 
ſhipper, as he goeth his round of religious 
obſervances. | | 


But true Chriſtianity is not this cold, and 
mechanical thing ; without knowledge, in- 
tention, deſire, or enjoyment. The regular 
and punctual performance of acts of reli- 
gious worſhip, is the Chriſtian's duty, and 
delight. Acts of worſhip are performed by 
him with pleaſure ; becauſe they afford 
him opportunities of expreſſing his homage, 
his love, his thankfulneſs to the God of 
"FIR his 
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his ſalvation ; and becauſe they are, at the 
ſame time, means of his making progreſs 
in religion. For by them he increaſes in 
knowledge, and in love to God and man. 

By them he becomes rooted and built up in 
Chriſt ; eſtabliſhed in the faith in which he 
has been taught * ; and made meet for that 
ſtate of the Church, which is to take place 
in heaven. But when acts of worſhip are 
performed by perſons, whom the Scriptures 
deſcribe as drawing nigh to God with their 
lips, while their hearts are far from bim ; 
when they are performed without any in- 
ward reverence to God, any deſire to ad- 
vance in religion, any humility of mind, any 
impreſſion of the weight of eternal things, or 
thankfulneſs for the divine mercy and good- 
neſs ; what is there in ſuch performances? 
If the heart be not employed in the act, it 
amounts to no more than bodily exerciſe ; 
concerning which, St. Paul faith, that i- 
profiteth little. Standing alone, it turns to 


Sai. 


ES 
no account to the performer. It is not 
what God requires. It will not procure 


thoſe things which the ſoul wants. It has 
either no effect, or it has a bad one; thoſe 


wWdho are employed in it, are frequently de- 


ceived by it: ſatisfied with the form of god- 
lineſs, they never ſeek after ita . 9 


Beware therefore, my friend, 4 miſ- 
taking the means, for the end. And, in- 
aſmuch as we are apt ſo to do, it is neceſſary 
that you ſometimes make ſuch reflections 
and enquiries as theſe: The mercy of 
© God has provided the means of grace; 
they are within my reach: Am I uſing, 
© them as means of grace? Am, by them, 
© endeavouring to know God? to become 
© more and more of a Chriſtian ? Or, am I 
© reſting in the mere obſervance of them; 
© as if Chriſtianity conſiſted in OP 


© more ?” 


* 2 Tim. iii. 5. 
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Loet me now obſerve to you, that if the 
means be diligently and humbly uſed, ac- 
cording to their deſign; the ſufficiency of 
them to anſwer their intention will in due 
time appear. It will be neceſſary, there- 
fore, to enquire (after you have proceeded 
for ſome time in the uſe of them) what ef- 
fect they have had upon you. And in this 
enquiry, let it not be enough for you to per- 
ceive that they have produced ſome fruit; 
but endeavour to know, whether the fruit 
be ſufficient to ſhew that the deſign for 
which they were appointed is anſwered : 
for they may have had /ome good effect, 
and yet not their deſigned effet?, 


Your attendance on the houſe of God, 
your frequent hearing and reading concern- 
ing divine and eternal things, your avoid- 
ance of enſnaring company, may induce a 
more ſedate turn of mind. You may re- 
form in ſome points of conduct. You may 
leave off vices which no one ever thought 
you likely to forſake, Theſe are conſider- 

$929 5 able 
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able effects. But ſomething more than all 
this amounts to will, I hope, be the fruit of 
your attendance on the means of grace. 
For they were ordained not. merely to re- 
form your conduct, but to bring you into 
a ſtate of reconciliation with God. To ar- 
rive at this bleſſed ſtate there requires a 
contrition of heart, to which a man may 
yet be an utter ſtranger, whoſe conduct 
nevertheleſs has become much leſs excep- 
tionable than it once was. . 


Now as this is a matter of the greateſt 
importance, let us not paſs it ſlightly over. 
I want to ſee you ſtanding on the firmeſt 
ground; and therefore the next chapter 
ſnall be devoted to the conſideration of that 
deep humiliation for ſin, which ſo becomes 
every fallen creature; and without which, 
neither his obedience will be ſtedfaſt, nor 
his peace well- founded. | 


CHAP; 
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"SAP WW... 
On humiliation of heart. 


HAVE you ſeriouſly conſidered, my dear 
friend, what the holy Scriptures declare 
concerning man? Have you thought on 
thoſe repreſentations which they make con- 
cerning the depravity of human nature 2: 
Have you not diſcerned the truth of thoſe 
awful words, all have finned and come ſhort of 
the glory of God? If you doubt the truth of 
them, you certainly have not deeply con- 
ſidered what we owe to God. The more 
clearly we ſee the duty and obligations of 
man, the more evident is it, that the hole 
world is become guilty before God, And the 
more a perſon looks within himſelf, the 
more may he ſee to convince him, that he is 
not to be excepted from this general charge. 


But it is not enough to acknowledge the 
truth of this humiliating account of man: 
we 
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we ought to lay to heart that great breach, 
which fin hath made between us, and our 
God. And if we be thus affected with it, 
there will of courſe be à ſerious enquiry, 
whether there be any means by which 12 2 
with God may be obtained. 


Bleſied be God, there we fuck 1 The 
divine mercy hath provided the means of 
re- unĩting God and man. Our diſobedi- 
ence might have been immediately followed 
by puniſhment ; but God having, in the 
abundance of his grace, ordained fuch a 
ſcheme of things, as ſhould afford to ſinful 
men a way of eſcape from puniſhment, he 
fpares the offenders; that they may hear 
the tidings of his grace, and be thereby 
made acquainted with the means of obtain- 
ing peace with their offended, but merciful 
Creator. 


I truſt, it is for this gracious purpoſe 
that your life has been ſpared. And I pray 
to God, that you may know the worth Uf 

life 
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life in this view. Onee more that precious 
talent 1s put into your hands, by a wiſe uſe 
of which, you may be enriched for ever. 
Let your lengthened life be employed in 


ſeeking a thorough reconciliation with God, 


and it will be followed by life everlaſting. 


Such a bleſſed condition is attainable. 
Proviſion is made for your being admitted 
into it, with honour to the righteous: cha · 
racter of God. But of the benefits of this 
proviſion, the word of God encourages no 
man to hope that he ſhall be a partaker, 
unleſs he be a true penitent. He therefore 
who would go the right way to work, in 
endeavouring under God to lead you into 
this bleſſed ſtate, muſt begin with you, by 


calling you to repentance. 


Vou will not thoroughly underſtand this 
requiſition to repentance, merely by having 
a general but indiſtinct idea, that all has not 
been right in your life. This is what very 
few are deſtitute of. Men are ready enough 

to 
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| to confeſs they are wrong; but they are 
not affected with the fact. They dare not 


aſſert that they are innocent; but they do 


not know the extent of their guilt. If you 


honeſtly enquire into that —if you endea- 
vour to know how your character appears in 
the fight of God, there will be a much more 
lively conviction of your finfulneſs, than 


what generally obtains among mankind. 


You will have that particular knowledge of 
the number and nature of your fins, which 


will elearly ſhew you the neceſſity of that 


repentance towards God, ſo frequently en- 
forced in the OA $ ee | 7 


The way to attain this humbling but ne- 
ceſſary knowledge of yourſelf, is to con- 
ſider what duties are incumbent on you, 
and how you have diſcharged them. Lay 


' therefore, my dear friend, the commands of 


God before you, and ſeriouſly reflect upon 

this circumitance ; namely, that they are 

enjoined by your Creator; by Him who 

has a right to. require obedience to his will ; 
| and 


L 1 


and who bas power to puniſh: you for re- 


1 ge to 4 him. 


| Bearing this in ps a the nos 8 


5 ys his words. Conſider what holineſs of 
heart, and life, they require of you. Con- 
ſider what love to God, what delight in his 
ſervice, what hatred of all ſin, what thank- 
fulneſs for the divine goodneſs; what good- 
will to your fellow creatures, the law of 

_ God enjoins. And with theſe requirements 
in view, go and examine your thoughts, 


your words, and your actions. Have you 


loved God with all your heart, and mind, 
and foul, and ſtrengtb'? Have you not often 
forgotten him? Have you not been un- 
thankful for his mercies ? Have you not ne- 
glected to do many things which he requires 
of you? Have you not done many things 
he has forbidden? Have you not indulged 
thoughts of envy, of revenge, of impurity, 
of covetouſneſs ? Hath not your tongue ut- 


tered that which is deceitful ? Have not 


5 


W idle and bitter words, often 


proceeded 


„„ 
proceeded out of your mouth? Conſider, 
moreover, how you have filled up thoſe re- 
lations in life you ſuſtain, Judge not of 
yourſelf in theſe points, by thoſe looſe no- 
tions of duty which are current in the 


world, and by which many eſtimate their 
own character; but judge of them by that 
incorrupt ſtandard, the word of God. With 
that before you, aſk yourſelf whether you 
have not failed in the duty you owe to your 
parents, and, to your children; to thoſe 
above you, and thoſe below you? In the 

relation of maſter, or ſervant, or neighbour, 
has the word of God been your rule of ac- 
tion ? Conſider what uſe you have made of 
certain circumſtances, which, being favour- 
able to the improvement of your character, 
lay you under peculiar obligations to live 
unto Cod. How have you acted, as a 
creature endued with reaſon; as a man, 
born in a Chriſtian land; as one, who has 
heard the word of God? O what a vaſt 
catalogue of fins would there be preſented 
to you, were all the particular offences, 
6 with 


47 J 


with which you . 


ſeveral reſpects, brought together, and laid 


before you! If every ſinful thought, if 
every ſinful word, if every inſtance of negli- 
gence, or wilful tranſgreſſion, had been 
written down when it happened, and were 
now put into your hands to read; how 
would you (unleſs you were paſt feeling) 
be diſmayed at the account ! what an 
amount of guilt would it appear to you ! 
Now remember, that all this is known to 


God. The whole account ſtands before 


his all- ſeeing eye: not one inſtance of dif- 
obedience has efcaped his notice ; not one 
inſtance has he forgotten. 


And now conſider, what a view of your 
life theſe heads of examination furniſh. 
You have ſinned. You have ſinned repeat- 
edly. And againſt whom have you ſinned ? 
Againſt the BLEsS8&D Gop !—againſt- Him 
who made you a rational creature—againſt 
Him whio has been mindful of your wants, 
though you have been unmindful of his 

| | will ; 
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will; —againſt that God, I ſay, whom you 
were bound to obey, not only on account 
of his authority, but on account of ſo many 
mercies ſhewn to you—againſt Him have 
you ſinned! O what muſt there be in an 


act of diſobedience to ſuch a one ! Is there 


not rebellion, and ingratitude in it; and 
thoſe of the worſt kind? It is rebellion 


againſt the higheſt authority, and it is in- 
gratitude to One, from whom you have re- 
ceived all that is good. Your reaſon, your 
memory, your capacity, your bodily health 


and ſtrength, the comforts of civilized lite, 


the means of obtaining pardon and peace 
on earth, and life everlaſting in heaven, are 


all the gifts of his bountiful and gracious 


hand. 


Is it nothing, to. have ſinned againſt ſo 
much excellence; ſo much goodneſs ? Is it 


but a ſmall affair to have let the tenor of 
life run contrary to his will? O that I could 


bring before. you every circumſtance which 
might ſerve to ſhew you, what there is 
in 
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in diſobedience to the will of God ! It 


would however be a ſtrange deficiency in 


me, not to direct your eye to that awful 
manifeſtation of the evil of fin, which was 
given to the world in the ſufferings - of 
Chriſt. Look upon that croſs to which 
Jeſus was nailed. , Mark the diſtreſſes and 
agonies of the man of ſorrows. Knoweſt 
thou, why he became a man of ſorrows 2. 
Knoweſt thou, why his body was tortured 
with pain, and his ſoul overwhelmed with 
grief? It was for our tranſpreſſions that be 
was wounded. That the ſentence of that 
holy law of God which we had broken 
might not be executed on us, He took it 
upon himſelf. - He became a facrifice for 
ſin. This was the dreadful condition on 
which a door of hope was to be opened to- 


ſinful man: and to this condition, dreadful 


as it was, did Jeſus out of compaſſion to us 
freely conſent. But let my reader con- 
ſider, what he may learn from this cireum- 
ſtance, namely, that God ſaw not fit to 


Pens upon any eaſier terms than the - 


C death 


1 | 
death of his beloved Son. Let him con- 
fider, what a proof was here given of the 
hateful nature of ſin in the fight of that 
God, whoſe judgement is always according to 
truth. What a proof was here likewiſe of 
the love of Chriſt to men, in fubmitting to 
ſuch fufferings, in order to deliver them 
from condemnation ! If you be affected as 
you ought to be with this fact, the contem- 
plation of a ſuffering Saviour will beget 
conviction and penitence, You will ſee 

the evil of fin in a light which will affect 
your heart, and fill it with ſhame; and grief, 
and remorſe. You will be ready to fay, 
© And was it for my fins, O Lord, that 
© thou didſt hang on that croſs ? O what 
©muſt there be in fin to render fuch a 
tranſaction neceſfary to the pardon of it, 
cas the facrifice of the Son of God } And 
what muſt I be, if I can any longer think 
< lightly of tranſgreflion ! How unworthy 
« muſt I be of having heard the name of 
© ſuch a Saviour, if what he has done and 
< ſuffered on my account, do not beget in 
me 
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* me forrow for my paſt offences; and the 3 


© moſt earneſt endeavours to be preſerved 


© from fin for the future! O let my foul 
© hate that which crucified my Lord 


And now, my dear friend, let me aſk 
you, whether your heart be affected with 
theſe conſiderations ? for if it be not, there 
is great reaſon to be in fear for you. What! 
can you look back upon a life, which would 
furniſh many many inſtances of diſregard 
to that holy law of God, the breach of 
which cauſed the death of his bleſſed Son 
Can you look back I ſay on ſuch a life, and 
feel no grief? no concern? no fear? If it 
be thus with you, how much does this look 
like hardneſs of heart! Be afraid of that; 
for it is the laſt ſtage of tranſgreſſion. And 
let the fear of proceeding to this dreadful 
length, lead you to pray for a contrite heart ; 
that you may not only ſee that there is great 
cauſe for repentance, but that you may 
feel that godly ſorrow * for ſin, which the 


* 2 Cor. vii. 10, 


C2 Chriſtian 


* 
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Chriſtian carries with him to his dying 
hour. : 


Let me hope that the time will come, 
when you will ſurvey, with a weeping eye, 
every tranſgreſſion; every omiſſion of your 
duty. And when that time comes, there will 
be great cauſe of rejoicing on your account: 
becauſe then, there will be a good hope 
concerning you. For God looketh upon men, 
and if any ſay, I have ſinned, and perverted 
that which is right, and it profited me not; 
He will deliver bis foul frem going into the 
pit, and bis life ſhall ſee the light*. It is 
written indeed, that he who covereth his fins 
ſhall not proſper ; but, to our great comfort, 
theſe gracious words are added, he who 
confeſſeth and forſaketh his fins ſhall find 


mercy f. 


® Job xxxiii. 27, 29. + Prov. xxviit. 13. 
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C HAP. V. 
On Keconciliation with God. 


Mx laſt chapter concluded with ex- 
preſſing a hope, that the hour would arrive, 


when every deviation, which you have made 


from the path of obedience, would fill you 
with that godly ſorrow, which is the fore- 
runner of the moſt ſolid and laſting joy. 


Perhaps that time is already come; and if 


it be, you have earneſtly beſought God, 
not to enter into judgement with you. Yea, 


perhaps, fearfulneſs hath taken hold of you, 


and you are crying out, what ſhall 1 do to 
be ſaved? With the utmoſt readineſs do ! 
now proceed to anſwer ſuch an enquiry ; and 
to ſhew you how that reconciliation be- 
tween God and man is effectuated, which 
the Goſpel ſets before us. 


Let me congratulate you on your feeling 
that ſenſe of ſin, which makes you juſtify 
SY God, 


1 3 
God, and condemn yourſelf, It is a bleſſed 


ſign of that ſpiritual life, which begins on 
earth, and is perfected in heaven. Lou 


have abundant reaſon to be thank ful for it. 


But never let that error have place in your 
mind, which ſome have fallen into; namely, 
that © repentance atones for ſin.* Repen- 
tance 1s the ſtate of mind, which becomes 
2 tranſgreſſor; it is a ſtate of mind, which 
is abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation ;—it is 
moreover a ſtate of mind, which gives a 
man a warrant to hope for the bleſſings of 
Pardon and peace ; God having in his great 
mercy promiſed theſe bleſſings to penitent 
Bnners. But repentance makes no ſatisfac- 
tion for offences. It is not all the tears 
you ſhed over your ſins that can remove 


the ſtain of guilt; we are directed by the 


Scriptures to ſomething of more valve for 
ſuch a purpoſe : it is the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
that cleanſeth from all ſin. 


The ever-blefſed Son of God vouchſated, 


in the fullneſs of time, to take human na- 
ture, 


LI 
ture, that he might have @ body to offer up 
in ſacrifice * for the ſins of the world; and 
thereby make reconciliation for miquity f. 
That body he offered up on the croſs ; and 
having thereby made atonement for fin, 
repentance and remiſſion of ſins is preached in 
bis name, to all nations . | 


Here then is the ground of reconcilia- 
tion, on God's part. On account of what 
Chriſt has done as a - mediator between 
God and man, the Moſt High is willing to 
be at peace with you. If therefore you 
would be at peace with Him, you muſt 
meet your Creator on this ground. If you 
think to make up the difference without the 
intervention of a Mediator, you are not 
ſeeking to be ſaved in the way, which God 
hath appointed. On the footing of Chriſt's 
mediation, God will condeſcend to meet, 


and ſpeak to every one, who deſires to re- 


* Heb. x. 5—10. + Dan. ix, 24. 
| : Luke xxiv. 47. 
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turn to him. Here is found the mercy 
feat *, Here alone is found the door , by 
which we can enter into life eternal. Here 
is the foundation , which God hath laid for 
us to build on; nor is there any other; for 


there is no name given under heaven, by 
which men can be ſaved, but that of Jeſus 


Chriſt |. 


O what ſhall we render to the Lord for 
fuch benefits! Let us ſtop for a moment to 
adore that grace, which erected this mercy- 
ſeat ; which opened this door; and laid this 
ſure foundation for us. 


Having mentioned the ground of recon- 
ciliation on God's part, let us now conſider 
how it is accompliſhed on the ſinner's part; 
for the term imports, not merely, that one 
party is willing to end the difference, but 
that both parties are at agreement with 


* Rom. iii. 25. + John x. 9. 
$ 1 Cor. iu. 11; || Ads iv. 12. 


each 


I 


each other. It is only when this is the caſe 


between God and man, that a perſon can 
be ſaid to be in a reconciled ſtate. | 


It begins on the ſinner's part, by a light 
ſhed on his mind, which cauſes him to ſee 


his duty, his obligations to perform it, his 
many violations of them, and the guilt 
which thereby attaches to his character. He 
perhaps may not be chargeable with any 


open acts of fin; but having made a diſ- 


covery of his heart, he recognizes within 
him a diſpoſition oppoſite to that which 
becomes a creature towards his Creator ; 
he perceives, that however decent his con- 


duct may have been, his mind has been diſ- 


affected to God. 


This diſcovery affects him. Alas !' ſays 
he, againſt whom have I ſinned ! whoſe will 


is it, againſt which my will has been in op- 


poſition ? The will of Him who created 
me; and to whoſe goodneſs I owe all my 
enjoyments, and all my hopes! I have 
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been a rebel againſt my rightful governor. 
I have been ungrateful to my greateſt be- 
nefactor. I have been an offender againſt 
that God who is love. If one man fin 
againſt another, the judge ſball judge bim; 
but if a man ſin againſt the Lord, who ſhall 


_ antreat for bim! 


O how welcome to him are the tidings 
of ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt ! How 
joyful a ſound to him is the name of a 
MEDIATOR |! When the Goſpel reveals God 
in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, 
not imputing their ireſpaſſes unto them f, he 
lifts up his head with hope. And when it 
inſtructs him to look for pardon, acceptance, 
and peace, through the ſacrifice of Chriſt, 
he does not turn away as the offended 
Syrian did 4, when told by the prophet to 
waſh in Jordan ; but, glad to obtain mercy 


upon any terms, he /ays hold of the hope ſet 


I John iv. 8. + 2 Cor. v. 19. 
I 2 Kings V. 1012. 


before 
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| before him *, with inexpreſſible thankfulneſs. 


He not only receives the record, which God 


- bath given of his Son , but he acts upon it. 


On the encouragement it affords him, he 
approaches the throne of grace ; and there 
it is his plea : putting as it were his hands on 
that ſacrifice which Chrift made of himſelf 
ſor fin, he ſays, © O Lord, let me find 
© grace in thy fight, for the ſake of thy 
dear Son.“ 


The Lord hears his petition; and in ef- 
ſect ſays to him, © I will have mercy on 
© thee; Go fin no more.” His heart anſwers, 
© Lord 1 am thy ſervant ;- I am thy ſervant; 
© thou baſt looſed my bonds. Let me walk 
© henceforth like one who is not his own, 
© but thine : for I am bought with a price, 
© therefore let me glorify God in my body, 
© and in my ſpirit, which are his F. Yea, 
© let me now endeavour whether I eat, or 


* Heb, vi. 18. + 1 John v. 10. 
} 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
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© drink, or whatſoever I do, to do all to the 
© glory of G. 


| Thus, all oppoſition between God and 


him ceaſes. He is no longer a child of 
Wrath; he is in a ſtate of reconciliation. 
There is no allowed conteſt with God on 
his part; and on God's part, no retaining 
of his righteous diſpleaſure. 


It is to this bleſſed ſtate, that the means 
of grace are intended to lead you. They 
were ordained to make us underſtand and 
feel our real condition, and to bring us to 
caſt ourſelves upon thoſe merciful provi- 
ſions, revealed in the Goſpel, which God 
has made for ſecuring the honour of his 
righteous government, and for the diſplay 
of his grace. It is not a mere reformation 


that they are deſigned to produce; becauſe 


that may conſiſt with the entire abſence of 
humility, penitence, hatred of ſin, and love 


1 Cor. x. 31. 
25 | 9 to 
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to God. Mere reformation, may conſiſt 
with a heart altogether alienated from 
God. 


It was another kind of religion, which 
the bleſſed Jeſus ſent forth his miniſters to 
preach. They were ordained for the pro- 
| Pagation of a kind of religion, whoſe root 
lies deeper ; whoſe branches ſpread wider ; 
and whoſe fruit is richer, and more abun- 
dant. Such is the religion of a penitent 
and reconciled ſinner. Such is true Chriſ- 
tianity. And if the means of grace produce 
their deſigned effect upon you, ſuch will be 
your religion. You will be a man of a 
contrite heart. You will look back on 
your ' paſt life with an unforced regret ; 
humbled, and aſhamed, for having lived 
unmindful of God; and convinced, that 
you deſerve puniſhment on that account. 
All your hope of eſcaping puniſhment will 
be founded on the mercy of God: and this 
mercy you will look for, through that me- 
dium, by which God hath promiſed to ſhew 


it, 
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it, namely, through Jeſus Chriſt. How- 
ever the great importance of Chriſt's 
character may be overlooked by ſome, who 
call themſelves by his name, it will not be 
overlooked by you, Your eye will be di- 
rected to Him, as the light of the world *. 
Your ſoul will reſt on Him, as your advo- 
cate with the Father. The conſideration 
of what you owe to him as a Redeemer, 
will place him high in your regards ; while 
a ſenſe of his undeſerved, and unſought 
love, in laying down his life for you, will 
render his name always dear to you. You 
will rejoice in him. You will glory in him. 
You will renounce all confidence in your- 
ſelf, and truſt in him alone, for eternal life. 
And your reliance on the Redeemer will not 
be put in the ſtead of perſonal obedience ; 
for that would prove that (however en- 
lightened you might ſeem to be) your 
heart was ſtill in a ſtate of alienation from 
God: and that your profeſſed faith in Chriſt, 


John viii. 12. 
Was 


WS 


was no better than an impoſition, which you 


had practiſed on yourſelf, to ſilence the re- 
monſtrances of conſcience. But your faith 


being the truſt and confidence of a ſoul 


reconciled to God, to his authority, his go- 


vernment, his will, his way ;—it will be 
accompanied with that holy and heavenly 
influence on the heart, which will make you 
aſpire towards perfect conformity to the 


divine law; and cauſe you to be aſhamed - 


of your coming ſhort of that mark. 


Thus, my dear friend, have I endeavoured 
to ſhew you, where you muſt ſtand in order 
to be fafe. I need not tell you, that to be 
at peace with God, is an object of the firſt 
conſequence to man. I have ſhewn you 
how that bleſſed ſtate is obtained; that 
you endeavouring, in the right way, to 
reach it, may in due time join in that tri- 
umph of an inſpired Apoſtle, Being juſti- 
hed by faith, we have peace with God, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; by whom we have 
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acceſs into this grace wherein we ſtand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God“. 


CHIA FP: VI 


Encouragements and Cautions. 


I wouLD now, my dear reader, conſider 
you as one, who has ſeen the error of his 
ways, and is ſincerely purpoſed to “ lead 
© a godly and chriſtian life.” If you are 
ſuch a perſon, you ſtand in need of encou- 


ragement; and I would not have this book 


ſo defective, as not to be ſerviceable to you 
in this reſpect. | 


Lou have heard of the way to be at 
peace with God. Your eye has been di- 
rected to that Saviour, who made himſelf 


an offering and a facrifice for fin. To 


Rom. v. 1, &c. 


him 


1 
him com mit your cauſe ; he is the advocate 
of ſinners “. Do you atk, what reaſon have 
I; to hope that he will be my advocate? 
My anſwer ſhall be given in his own words; 
He that cometh unto me, ſaith the Redeemer, 
T will in no wiſe caſt cut. Here is leave 
given, you perceive, for all to apply to him. 
He is acceſſible to all—yea, he inviteth all. 
Come unto me, ſaith he, all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden; and I will give you 
reſt, Bleſſed Saviour! let him, who is 
now reading theſe lines, rejoice in having 
acceſs to ſuch a friend ! 


You are welcomed by the Goſpel, to be- 
lie ve in Jeſus for life and ſalvation ; what- 
ever may have been your character and 
conduct heretofore. Such truſt in the Sa- 
viour, you need not be afraid of exerciſing; 
provided it be accompanied with ſincere 
and earneſt deſires after holineſs. For in 
that caſe it is no preſumption: it is doing 


1 John ii. 1. 
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honour to that love to men he ſhewed, in lay- 
ing down his life for them; and to thoſe 
gracious aſſurances he has given of his com- 
paſſion, of his ability and willingneſs to 
ſave the ſouls of thoſe, who fly to him for 
refuge. 


I am well aware indeed, that it is natural 
for us to wiſh to go to heaven upon as eaſy 
terms as poſſible. Hence 1t 1s, that men 
are partial in religion ; fixing, according to 
their different turns of mind, on ſome one 
part of religion, and letting that ftand for 
the whole, Some reſt all, upon a decent 
behaviour in the ſight of men; ſome, on 
their attending public worſhip ; ſome are 
fatisfied merely with the ſoundneſs of their 
opinions. It will be well worth your while, 
to keep an eye upon this tendency in hu 
man nature ; and to beware, that after you 


have diſcovered a way of eſcaping from 


puniſhment, you do not grow remiſs about 
the ſtate of your heart and life. You 


ſhould remember, that the condition in 
which 


1 
which the Goſpel deſigns to place you, is 
a ſtate of reconciliation with God: a con- 
dition which can no more exiſt, if on your 
| part, there be a difinclination to holineſs, 
than 1t could, if on God's part, there were 
an averſion to your happineſs. 


| Here therefore again examine yourſelf. 
B the language of your heart like that of 
the Pſalmiſt? O that my ways were made 
ö fo direct, that I might keep thy ſtatutes Do 
* | you earneſtly deſire purity of heart, holy 
, diſpoſitions and tempers? Is that prayer, 
5 which the penitent David made frequently, 
heard from you ? Create in me a clean heart, 
i O God, and renew a right ſpirit within me ! 
r Thus it is with him, who is at agreement 
p with God ; and hereby he proves, that his 
- faith is genuine, and his repentance fin- 
1 cere. | 
Nt 


t Let it be your buſineſs to cheriſh theſe 
* holy approaches of the ſoul to God. Seek 
p to be more and more of one mind with 
h Hun, 
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Him, who wills nothing but what is holy, 
juſt, and good. And ſince there is a pro- 
miſe of the grace of his Holy Spirit made 
to thoſe, who aſk for that bleſſing, beg 
that ineſtimable giſt for yourſelf; that faith 
and paticnce, zeal and love, meekneſs,. 
temperance, kindneſs, and all other fruits 
of the Holy Spirit's influence upon the 
heart, may abound in you. So will the 
peace of God dwell in your heart; that 
ſweet fruit of reconciliation with our Crea- | 
tor. To this ſerene and delightful ſenſa- 
tion no man continues long a ſtranger, 
who ceaſing to contend with bis Maker, ſur- 
renders himſelf to God, to be ſaved on ſuch 
terms, as He in his wiſdom and mercy, may 
ſee fir to preſcribe. 


From this ſurrender of yourſelf to God 
to be ſaved by his grace, and to be go- 
verned henceforth by his righteous will, a 
new and bleſſed life commences : a life of 
friendſhip with God. You have a warrant 
to look up to the Moſt High God, with 

the 
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the confidence and affection of a child. 
For to Him as to a father, you are hence- 
forth permitted to commit every concern- 
ment; whether it relate to your well-being 
hereafter, or to your comfort in the preſent 
life. You have not indeed any reaſon to 
expect, that you ſhall be exempted from 
trials; but you are aſſured, that all things ſhall 
work together for good. So that ſhould ſuch 
another illneſs ſeize you, as that from which 
you are now recovering, you may conſider 
it under a ſoothing idea, to which your mind 
was perhaps an: utter ftranger, when your 
late affliction came upon you : you may 
conſider it as a fatherly chaſtiſement. 


The dangerous nature of that world in- 
deed in which you live, and the weakneſs 
of human nature in its beſt ſtate here, 
ſhould make you paſs - the. time of your ſo- 
journing here in fear; yet not in ſuch fear, 
as excludes either confidence, or comfort. 
For you are not leſt without a protector. 
The holy Scriptures preſent your Saviour 
0 N in 
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in a moſt encouraging and endearing liglit : 
namely, that of a ſbepberd. He, there- 
fore, who came down on earth to make re- 
conciliation for iniquity, 1s not to be con- 
ſidered as one who has performed his un- 
dertaking, and left us, and from whom we 
have nothing more to expect. No. Al- 
though now inviſible to mortal eyes, he is 
ſtill with his Church“. He teaches her to 
conſider him as her Paſtor; and to depend 
on him as one, who is able to keep her from 
falling. The Chriſtian therefore proſecutes 
his courſe through this region of trial, with 
hope; from having aſfurance of the pre- 
ſence, the care, and the help of his Saviour ; 
who like a ſhepherd will watch over the 
flock which he purchaſed with his precious 
blood f. 


Having ſuch a Saviour to look to, let 
Him be ever in your eye, as your hope, and 


Matt. oxvini. 20. 
1 John x. II. 28.—Acts XX. 28. 
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your example ; and you will not be defti- 
tute of a friend in any ſituation, in which 
you may be placed. In proſperity, Chriſt 
will be your guard; in adverſity, your 
ſupport. If ſent into baniſhment, he will 
accompany you: if ſick, or in priſon, he 
will viſit you. If death ſeizes you, he will 
be preſent, to difarm it of its ſting. You 
may advance with a firm ſtep, and a cheer- 
ful look ; being aſſured, that no temptation 
ſhall overtake you but what is common to 
man; and that you have a faithful God to 
truſt in, who will not ſuffer the trial to ex- 
ceed your ftreugth; and who can with the 
temptation be permits to befal you, make a way 
ta efcape from the danger, to which it ex- 
poles you “*. 


In this happy ſtate of reconciliation with 
God, you will find much to employ you 
for the remainder of life. But as this is a 


point in which we ought to be ſomewhat 


1 Cor. X. 13. 
particular, 


* — — — . U—ÜU—ũ u — . * 


1.7 J 
wider, let us now reſt awhile : the ſub- 
ject will afford us matter _— for a O__ 
rate e 1 9 


1 
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CHAP. VI. 
U* oful Improvement of the Remainder of Life 


WI O can wonder that che poor De- 
moniac whom our bleſſed Saviour reſtored 
to his right mind, ſhould deſire permiſſion 
to accompany his Benefactor wherever he 


went? Our Lord, however, inſtead of grant- 


ing him his requeſt, ſent him home; ſaying, 
Return to thine own houſe, and fhew how 
great things God hath done unto thee *. As 
if he had faid, I ſhall be more honoured by 
thy well-filling that ſtation in ſociety which 
is allotted to thee, than oy . attendance 
on my perſon. | | 


„Luke viii. 39. 
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If beſides regaining health and ſtrength, 
you have been made to feel that influence 
of God's holy Spirit, which effectually 

turneth the heart unto 'God; what abundant 

reaſon have you to bleſs and adore | Him 

who beſtowed this grace upon you! He 
has reſtored you alſo #9 your 'right mind. 
Praiſe therefore ſhould be daily in your 
mouth; and your heart ſhould be always 
ſaying, What ſball I render unto the Lord, 
for all the benefits be hath done unto me? 


It is natural for you in theſe circum- 
ſtances, to make ſuch an enquiry as this,. 
© In what way can I do honour to Him, 
« who has ſhewn ſuch mercy to me? Your 
enquiry perhaps cannot be better anſwered, . 
than in the words which our Lord ſaid to 
the recovered -Demoniac ; © Go home to 
thy friends, and ſhew them how great 
things God hath done unto thee.” Let 
thoſe, with whom you are connected, ſee 
what true religion does for a man; how 

D holy, 
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holy, how uſeful; how kind, how happy, it 


One of the firſt duties of a man brought 
to a right ſenſe of religion, is to fit down, 
and conſider the place he has held in ſo- 
ciety hat are its obligations and how 
he has diſcharged them. And the next 
thing ſhould be, to endeavour by his future 
conduct, to make reparation for his former 
failures. 


Your firſt attentions are due to your 
family; and the firſt object of attention to 
the members of it ſhould be, the ſalvation 
of their ſouls. Let a ſenſe of what God has 
done for you, in raiſing you up from the 
bed of ſickneſs, cauſe you to look round 
with a truly benevolent concern upon your 
houſhold, Had you been taken from them 
in your illneſs, you had perhaps left them 
in this enſnaring world without any princi- 
pics, which were clots to guard them 

againſt 
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againſt its dangers, or lead them to happt- 
neſs hereafter. But ſince God is pleaſed to 
continue you a little longer with them, 


remember, that now a principal object of 
your life ſnouid be, to put them in a way 
of being ſafe and happy when you are called 
away from them. O how much is the hour 


of death brightened to the chriſtian parent, 


by the recollection, that his inſtruction and 
his example have been bleſſed to his fa- 
mily! Though he well knows the dan- 


gerous nature of that world in- which he 
leaves his children, yet in perceiving: that 
they have given themſelves to God, he has 
the comfort of reflecting, that they, are in 
the hands of the ſame bleſſed guide who di- 


rected his own: ſteps. The act of parting 


may be tender, but not inſupportable ; the 
pain of ſeparation being moderated;. by. a 


ſweet. hope of meeting again in heaven, 
© Walk on, may he ſay. to them, * walk 


on, my dear children, in the path in 
© which God has enabled me to lead you; 


© we ſhall ſee each other again,” With 
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* 
fuch conl; olations may you pan your dying* 
Hour! | 


' Amongſt the members of your houſhold, 
I need not fay, that a wife claims the firſt 
regard. Think on the partner of your life, 
and endeayour to make her the partner of 
your beft joys. ' Are you journeying to- 
wards an heavenly country? O let it be 
your moſt earneſt deſire that ſhe may ac- 
company you. But, perhaps, ſhe has been 
long walking in the way which leadeth 
thither; and has ſuffered many an anxiety 
for you, whom ſhe ſaw moving in a diffe- 
rent courſe. If this be the caſe, haſten to 
give her all that ſatisfaction for which ſhe 
has often prayed to God in ſecret, by letting 
Her know, that you are her fellow-traveller. 
But if, on the contrary, ſhe be one of 
thoſe, whoſe hearts unhappily have no reliſh 
for ſpiritual employments.; remember, that 
great compaſſion is due from you to her on 
this ground, namely, that ſhe does not ſee 
things im the light in which ybu view the m. 
by Oey +  *. » 4 „ And 
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And if you find, i in her an ial to. 
be better informed, yet let, not that lead. 
you to abandon her to her want of diſcern- 
ment; but act, as if nothing could move 
you from your purpoſe of being, if poſſible, 
an inſtrument of her ſalvation. If, inſtead 
of complying with you in religion, ſhe 
ſhould oppoſe; you, bear with- her: God: 
bore with you. There may be another rea- 
ſon urged for your enduring this with meek 
neſs. Perhaps her irreligion is owing very 
much to your former converſation, - and 
conduct. If you have helped to withdraw; 
her mind from God, you ought to deplore 
her diſaffection to religion as an evil, to 
which you have been acceſſory: and while 
you blame yourſelf, you ſhould pity her. 
Above all, take heed that you give her no 
reaſon to think, that religion has alienated 
your mind from her. Let the fame atten- 
tions be paid to her, as formerly; let them 
increaſe, rather than diminiſh : the may ſtill 
deſerve every mark of kindneſs from you, 
though ſhe does not fall in with you, in 
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your religious views, Let her therefore 
receive all due honour from you. Even 
your pity for her, if ſhe be a woman of 
ſenſe and delicacy, muſt be cautiouſly ex- 
preſſed ; yea ſometimes perhaps concealed; 
left ſhe conclude from it, that ſhe is ſunk 
and degraded in your opinion. Such an 
idea may prey upon her ſpirits, and make 
her lament your becoming pious, as the 
moſt unfortunate circumſtance that has ever 
other, It may embitter the union into 
which you both have entered': and whe is 


76x agate v4 
Whether you have nnicds the rin tee 
tures the rule of ns conduct, with 6 | 


27 will readily occur to any mapried woman, into 
whoſe hands this tract may fall, that the advice here 
addreſſed to a huſband, is defigned for her, with re- 
ſpe& to her conduct towards her partner ; ſhould ſhe 
be circumſtanced as the huſband is cri boy 


the above paſlage. 


ra 
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to your children, ought to be an enquiry. 
St. Paul has given you the rule in a'few 
words, Bring them up in the nurture. and 
admonition of the Lord, The very mention 
of this duty perhaps opens to your view a 
quantity of guilt, which ſinks your ſpirits, 
and obſcures your hope. You are pained 
with the recollection of the injury you have 
done to your own offspring: inſtead of en- 
deavouring to fave their ſouls, your con» 
duct, as 4 parent, has tended to the ruin of 
their ſouls, But I will ſpare your fechags 
on this head; for perhaps I am touching 
too tender a part: and St, Paul inſtructs 
me to ſuppreſs the mention of ſuch things, 
as may overwhelm a man with too rom 
forvow. | oF DE3 25 5 
But now, for the time to come, 1 
ber, that you have heard words whereby 
not - ouly you, but alſo your houſe may be 
| ſaved, Your eyes are opened to ſee the 
ſtate human nature is in, and what hu» 
man nature ſtands in need of. Let this 
D 4 | know- 
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knowledge be accompanied with love. 
Look upon your family with an enlightened 
charity; conſidering them, as under a mor- 
tal diſeaſe; and yourſelf, as one poſſeſſing 
the knowledge of a ſovereign remedy. Let 
your leading deſign with reſpect to them 
be, to bring them to take that medicine 
which can alone remove their diſeaſe. Let 
nothing that tends to this, be wanting on 
your part. Let nothing be wanting that 
inſtruction, that example, that kindneſs, 
may do for thoſe, who dwell under your 
roof; whether they be R _ 
or vilitors. 


4 A due regard to the beſt intereſts of your 


domeſtics, will lead you to the attentive 


performance of thoſe religious duties, which 
are incumbent on a chriſtian head of a fa- 
mily. It will cauſe you, after the example 
of Abraham, 7o teach your children, and your 
bouſhold, the way of the Lord“. You will, 
as a prieſt in your own houſe, offer with 


Gen. xvill. 19. 
your 
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your family, che daily ſacrifice of praiſe and 
prayer. You will lead them to the houſe 
of God, and in due time to the holy Com- 
munion: teaching them by your conduct 
as well as by your words, to treat the day; 
the word, the ſacraments, and the faithful 
ſervants of your Lord, with all due honouri 
But I need not particularize the methods to 


be taken for effectuating the charitable pur- BY 


Poſe of training your family for a better 
ſtate. If your heart be ſet upon it, you will 
find both the means, and the opportunities, 
All that is neceſſary, perhaps, is a caution; 
not to forget how indiſpoſed the unrenewed 
heart is to things of a ſpiritual nature; and 
to take care, that this be not increaſed by 
3 methods you are taking to leſſen 
it. This is a thing which ſometimes hap+ 
. where diſcourſes or prayers e 
e e * | 


ro debe fuch a plan of anih 9 go- 
vernment is the way to bring down the 


1 of God upon your houſe; and 
D 5 chereby 


[ 88 ] 

thereby to render it ſuch a pleaſant abode 
to yau, as will prevent your going elſe- 
where in ſearch of recreation. Evenings 
will paſs much more happily than ever they 
did formerly, if it was your cuſtom to ſpend 
them in places, in which a promiſcuous 
eraud are drawn together; where to ſay the 
leaſt, no mutual eſteem is felt, nor uſeful 
converſation heard, though many words are 
uttered.” There many a maſter of a family 


s found after the labours of the day. There 


he tells his ſtory, or ſings his ſong, or ſet · 
tles the affairs of the nation, while his chil- 
dren, for want of his preſence, his inſpec- 
tion, and ſuch inſtruction as he ought to 
de able to give them, are ſinking into an 
unſeeling and obftinate diſregard of the 


"God who made them. At a late hour, 


the day cloſes, without one act of homage 
to God ; without one tranſaction, expteſſive 
of a belief of a divine Providence. All are 
tired: the father, tired of his company; 
tze children, of their play; the ſervants, 
; with their work: exhauſted of ſtrength, 
and 
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and unconcerned about their ſouls, they: lie 
down to reſt, with no more notice taken. of 
God, an eee 
Creator. | gh 


How little of real enjoyment is there in 
an evening thus ſpent ! But the day cloſes 
with ſomething deſerving the name of 
pleaſure, where home is conſidered as the 
harbour. of reſt and peace, to which the 
members of the family make, as the day 
declines : where, after ſuch pleaſant relaxa- 
tions as an united and ſerious family may 
allow themſelves, all are collected, to attend 
the voice of inſtruction, and join in prayer 
and praiſe to the ever bleſſed God. 


By thoſe domeſtic duties 1 mage 
above, God is honoured; piety is che- 
riſhed ; children are taught how to live a 
wiſe and happy life; and a man's family 
becomes a pattern of order, of piety, and 
of comfort, to his neighbourhood. Well 
would it have been for 'many, had they, 
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on becoming religious, duly conſidered the 
importance of well ſupporting the character 
of a pious maſter of a family. A man's 

family is his garden. He is put into it as 
our firſt parent was into the garden of Eden, 
to dreſs it, and to keep it. When a man 
feels no concern about his own ſoul, he of 
courſe takes no care of the ſouls of thoſe, 
whom God has conſigned to him; thus his 
family becomes like the ſluggard's field; 
overrun with thorns and nettles v. But ſhall 
it, after a profeſſion of religion has com- 
menced,—ſhall it ſtill reſemble the ſlug- 
gard's field? Shall there be no order, no 
government in it; no rules obſerved; no 
inſtructions adminiſtered ; no examples of 
piety ſeen? Surely if the garden be the 
fame, the man, to whom it belongs, is not 
materially altered. And little reaſon has 
he to value himſelf upon any religious 
knowledge he may have acquired, if he 
does not know, that the care and culture 


Prov. xxiv, 30, 31. 
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of that garden, were the main ends in 
view, in its being conſigned to him. 


To you, a new leaſe of this garden has 
been granted. May Gad enable you faith- 
fully to perform every work it may afford 
you, and abundantly bleſs all your labours ! 
Happy will it be for you, and probably for 
your children's children, if you attend di- 
ligently to the training up of your houſ- 
hold. But now let me obſerve to you, 
that though you ſtand in a very near rela- 
tion to them, you are related like wiſe to 
mankind at large. You ſhould bear this 
in mind, and be concerned for the well- 
being of all men. | 


If occaſions preſent themſelves of giving 
an admonition, of adminiſtering advice, of 
correcting an error, of condemning a vice, 
you ſhould not be backward to do ſuch 
good offices. Let them be done indeed in 
an unaſſuming manner. There is a way of 
N even unpalatable truths, which 


ſerves 
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ſerves to ſhew that they are delivered from 


a motive of good-will towards him, to 
whom they are addreſſed. Be not aſhamed 
of uttering any thing, which indicates a 
fear of God, or a regard for the ſoul of 
your fellow creature. Remember, al 
through life, how you felt in your illneſs, - 
with reſpect to this matter. You were not 
then aſhamed to ſpeak of God. You found 
no difficulty perhaps in admoniſhing an old 
companion to forſake ſome evil practice to 
which he was addicted. There appeared, in 
ſhort, nothing in religion of which you 
ought to be aſhamed. It ſeemed to you, 
what it really is, worthy of all honour, You 
ſaw that it was every thing that is great and 
good ;—that it was wiſdom—that it was 
truth—that it was excellence. And ſhall it 


be thought lefs of now ? Shall we honour 


it in the ſick chamber, and be aſhamed of 
it in the world? Pray to God that you 
may never loſe that impreſſion of its ma- 
jeſty, which you felt when you ſtood on the 
brink of the grave. And if ſo, you 


will 
not 
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not paſs through ſuch a world as this is, 
without ſometimes imparting a word of in- 
ſtruction, or adimonition, as you proceed. 


; Verbal inſtruction, however , can be only 


an occaſional duty, but your example ſhould 


be always ſpeaking. From a regard to 
that precept, thou ſbalt love thy neighbour 
as thyſelf, as well as from a deſire to glo- 
rify God, let it be your earneſt prayer, 
that your life may be a continual leſſon to 
thoſe, who need the inſtruction it may af- 


ford; every day preſenting an example of 


piety, diſcretion, meckneſs, contentment, 
moderation, kindneſs, and uprightneſs, to 
them ; that whether they hear any thing 


from you or not, they may learn ſomething 


of the nature and excellence of Chriſtianity, 
from what they ſee in you, 


n if ir, hath, pleaſed God to. beſtow 
on you any talent, by which you may be 
ſerviceable to others to apy, conſiderable 


extent, I would have vou conſider, thati the 
6 | greateſt 
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greateſt honour which attaches to that ta- 
lent is the power it affords you of doing a 
great deal of good. The greater part of 
thoſe perſons into whoſe hands this addreſs 
will fall, poſſeſs no power of extenſive uſe- 
fulneſs : but if it be read by a man of con- 

fiderable income, or influence, let him not 
forget the words of the Lord Jeſus; 15 
whom much is given, of him will much be re- 
quired. Let him look around him, and ſee 
what a world he inhabits; how full of 
ignorance, folly, and miſery | What ſcope 
is there here for an enlightened benevo- 
lence ! How much is there here, to find 
it employment! Let the wealthy chriſtian 
rejoice in having it in his power to do many 
things, both for the bodies, and ſouls of 
men, which his poorer brother cannot ſo 
much as attempt. e 


Let not the affluent chriſtian, however, 
be envied for this honour, by the pooret᷑ 
one; for if the latter have not the honour, he 
is frec from the reſponſibility, that accom- 
Ir 2 4 panics 
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panies a great truſt, If the brother of low 
degree * poſſeſs but one talent, let him uſe 
that well; and endeavour, in the faithful 
management of it, to pleaſe Him, who no- 
ticed the two mites which the widow drop- 
ped into the treaſury; and who has aſſured 
us, that a cup of cold water given to an- 
other from a right motive, my not loſe. 
its reward. Dal bn 


CHAN. :VII;-: 4; 
Attention to perſonal Improvement in Rel ig ion g 


IF it pleaſe God to afford you any op- 
portunities of benefiting others, you will I 
hope thankfully embrace them, and ſhew 
yourſelf to be a genuine diſciple of that 
Saviour, whoſe word and whoſe example 
teach us not to live to ourſelves. There 
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is no condition of life which vill not ſome- 
times yield a man an occaſion of proving, 
that he has the good of others at heart. 
I have in the former chapter ſpoken more 


which it may be made maniſeſt. But now 
let me obſerve to you, that though you 


ſhould ſtand ready at all times, to do what 
you can for your neighbour, you ſhould not 


forget, that there is much yet to be done 
for yourſelf. 


It is in religious life, as it is in the na- 


tural life; there is infancy, growth, and 
maturity. An entrance upon a ſerious 
courſe of life, is the infancy of religion ; 
not the maturity of it. If you would reach 
that ſtate, you muſt have a regard to 
growth ; you mult ſeek after improvement ; 
and that, not merely with reſpe& to your 
judgement, but your heart alſo. This 
point duly conſidered, will probably beget 
ſuch reflections as theſe It has pleaſed 


God, 


particularly of this part of the chriſtian 
character, and pointed out ſeveral duties in 


1 
God, in great compaſſion ta me not only 
to reſtore my health, but Iikewife to open 
my eyes, and to turn me, I. truſt, from 
that dangerous ſtate, in which I once lived. 
But I am yet a poor ignorant and ſinful 
man, and ſtand much in need of further 
© affiſtance from Him, who has in mercy: 


© looked upon me. I am yet very diſtant: 


from that mark, at which God's holy word 
© teaches me to aim. Let me endeavour 
© to get forward; to grow in grace; to 
© increaſe” in faith and holinef.. Let me 
© give more credit to God, when he ſpeaks; 
© be more prompt to obey, when he com- 
© mands; acquieſce more, in what he. allots 
to me; and be more thankful for the 
©mercies he beſtows. Let me endeavour 
to have Chriſt more in my heart; heaven 
more in my eye; and the world ma 
Pr e | | ** 
This, 1 We, it by A di 
your heart. For let me tell you, that this. 
is nothing but the effect of ſincerity. If 
a you 
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you be ſincere, you will be endeavouring 
to the end of life to make progreſs in the 
- ways of God. | Genuine religion always has 
this mark, an habitual deſire of improve- 
ment. If that deſire be kindled in your 
ſoul, you will ſtill moſt thankfully uſe the 
means of grace. Tou will rejoice” in the 
return of the ſabbath. God's word will be 
ever new to you, and you will be ready to 
avail yourſelf of every thing, that may 
ſerve to cheriſn, and bring to maturity, 

that Ae ſeed, which: Owe ſoweth in 


And 1 d 17 may i you, oh Pol 
friend of the importance of that precept 
written for our direction, in St. Paul's 
epiſtle to ” Theſſalonians. Pray without 
ceaſing . It is undoubtedly the: habit of 
prayer to cnc we are here exhorted ; for 
a chriſtian cannot be always on his knees, 
without neglecting ſome other neceſſary 


I Theſl.v. 24. 
duty. 


[TE 
duty. But though he cannot be always 


engaged in the formal act of worſhip, he 
may be frequently lifting up his heart to 
God, in filent ejaculations. In this way, 
he may pray while he is at his work, while 
he is fitting in company, or purſuing a 
journey. Nor is there any thing which 
more tends to maintain the life of religion 
in the ſoul, than this habit of prayer. Keep 
your eye on this * rule of n. 


Piety. | f $144; 


If ſe be conducted on ſuch à plan as 
this, time will rarely hang heavy on your 
hands: and it will not only be occupied, 
but it will be pleaſantly ſpent. It will paſs 
off as it does wich a man, ho is train- 
ing for ſome honourable condition, which 
he is deſirous of attaining. Some perſons 
may pity ſuch a man, on account of the 
abſtinence, and the labours, he impoſes on 
himſelf ; but to him, they are not irkſome : 
becauſe they advance him nearer and nearer | 
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every day to that great object he has in 


VIEW. 


. Bleſſed is he, whoſe: mind, touched by 
the ſpirit of God, thus afpireth toward 
heaven, while his body yet moveth on the 


rarth } To him the ways of wiſdom are ways 


f pleaſanineſs, and all ber paths are paths of 
peace. Walk you in them, my dear friend, 
and you will know they are ſuch, to your 
unſpeakable comfort. You will have a 
light ſhining around you, which will both 
chear, and direct you: a light which will 
accompany you to the laſt, and enable you 
to ſay, The Lord is my ſhepherd, therefore 
ſhall I not want. Yea, though I walt through 
the valley of the ſhadow of death, yet will 1 
fear no evil; for thou, O Lord, art with 
me: thy rod, and thy aff, are my comfort“. 


; With ſuch enjoyments found in the ways 
of religion, well may you bear to be re- 


* Pſalm xxiii. 
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proached for the name of Chriſt *, ſhould 
that be your lot. Perhaps, you may be 


. derided on the account of. religion. Per- 


haps you may loſe the favours of ſome, 
whoſe aſſiſtance you need: but O how little 
are theſe things worth minding by him, who 


knows that he is acting a wife part, And 
| how infinitely beyond a compenſation for 


all the ſcorn; and all the inconveniencies, 
you may have to endure for your religion, 
will you receive, in being enabled to hve in 
peace with God, and todie (when your de- 
parting hour comes) in the enjoyment of a 
well-grounded hope in Chriſt | How much 
better is it with you now, if you have re- 
turned to God, even though men deſpiſe 
and forſake you for having ſo done, than it 


was with you, while you were ignorant and 


unconcerned about your immortal - ſoul. 
Then, theſe people, who now deſert you, 
took you by the hand; but what did that 


dao for you? What were you with all the 


ha 1 Pet. iv. 14. 


favours 
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'favours you received from them ? with 
-reſpe& to your beſt. intereſts poor and 
miſerable, blind, and naked*, You were 
living a ſtranger to God; utterly unmind- 
ful of his will; without any deſire to live a 
holy life; without making any preparation 


to die a happy death; without taking any 


thought or any concern, to prevent your 
falling under the righteous ſentence of that 
God, before whoſe awful tribunal you were 


every moment liable to be ſummoned. But 


has God taken away this blindneſs, this 


* hardneſs of heart, and contempt of his 


*word and commandment ?* Surely it is 


better with you now than it was then. 


Then the world ſpoke well of you; but 
every page of God's word condemned your 
conduct: now indeed the world frowns on 
youy but God ſmiles. 


O what reaſon have you to be thankful, 
for having been brought out of a ſtate of 


Rev. iii. 17. 


deluſion 
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deluſion and danger, into one, where all is 
real; and where ſafety and peace alone are 
found, If this be your caſe, you have great 
reaſon indeed to rejoice. If this bleſſed 
change have been in any meaſure occa- 
fioned by your late illneſs, you have reaſon, 
as I before obſerved, to account that afflic= .- 
tion one of-the - happieſt circumſtances of 
your life. To be brought to give the heart 
to God is ſo great a mercy, that any trial 
which God may have made the means of 
our yielding ourſelves to Him, may be con- 
ſidered as one of the moſt proſperous events 
that ever befel us. We may look back 

ypon it, all through life, with thankfulneſs 
and joy; however painful it may have been 
to the body, or mortifying to the mind. 


But now, my dear reader, conſider how 
far I have proceeded, and whether you have 
accompanied me. I began with you as a 
man not duly ſenſible of the importance of - 
real religion ; but I have been lately ad- 
dreſſing you, as one who has given himſelf 

E up 
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up to God, and is earneſtly ſeeking the 


ſalvation of his ſoul. But may I indeed ad- 
dreſs you as ſuch an one? What can I ſay 

to you, if ar the laying down this- little 
book, there be no earneſt defire felt in your 
heart, to be found right with God? What 


can I think of, to add to what I have al- 
ready written? I do not ſee that any uſe- 


ful purpoſe could be anſwered by my mak- 


ing my book larger than it has now be- 
come. Let me then put a concluſion to 
it. Only let me obſerve to you, before it 

be laid aſide, that it is written by one, ho 
has learned to know what is good for your : 


foul, by caring 'for his own. The things 
which 1 have ſer before you, are what I fly 
to, for my own ſalvation. I have an im- 
mortal ſoul as well as you. I am a fallen 


creature as well as yourſelf. God, in his 


great mercy, has not ſuffered me, to be 
unconcerned about my future ſtate. I have 
endeavoured to know what I muſt do to be 


faved. I truſt I have found the way of 


life, And now I tell you, who, 28 à fellow 
6 ſinner, 
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ſinner, are as much. intereſted in the diff 
very as myſelf, what I have learned on this 
infinitely momentous ſubject, that we may. 
join together in praiſing and adoring the 
God of all grace, for the riches of his 
mercy towards us in Chriſt Os 


I a ferious: and fervent deſire > _ | 
every thing give place to the falyation of 
your ſoul, be not yet excited in you, let me 
recommend it to you, to read this little 
book once more; and may God Almighty 
be . graciouſly pleaſed ſo to impreſs your 
mind with the truth *contained in it, that 
you may . praiſe Him to all eternity, ** 
having it ſet before you! 


Let me hope that the near views. of 
death and eternity which were lately pre- 
ſented to you, the merciful deliverance you 
have had, and the inſtruction I have admi- 

niſtered to you, under theſe circumſtances, 
ſo favourable to your future and everlaſting 
intereſts, have by the bleſſiag of God upon 
E 2 them, 
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them, wrought the beſt effects on your 


mind. Let me hope, that there is awak- 
ened in your heart, the moſt ſincere and 
earneſt deſire of living henceforth unto God. 


If I have ſucceeded in this humble endea- 


vour to promote your happineſs here and 


| hereafter, the following Prayer will pro- 


bably be found to expreſs the ſenſe which 
you have of God's mercy, and your own 
neceſſities. ; | 


| A PRAYER, 
O Moſt merciful God, who art gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to look down upon poor 
ſinful men, and to afford them the light of 


thy truth, to lead them to thyſelf; have 
mercy on me, and bleſs me with this fa- 
vour, that I may no longer walk in dark. 


neſs. 


« I have great reaſon, O Lord, to hide 
my head in the duſt, for the careleſs and 
ungodly 


0 } 


ungodly life I have led; having let mucli f 
my time run to waſte ;: regarding neither 
thy word nor thy works, but going on in the 
ways of my degenerate heart, without ever 
conſidering or caring, whether thou wert 
pleaſed or offended therewith. | 


« O great God! I tremble to think 
where I lately ſtood, Lwas on the borders 
of eternity; but O how unfit was I to en- 
ter upon that awful ſtate! Had my ſoul been 
required of me. then; I muſt have appeared 
before Thee, when I was in no-reſpect prer 
pared for my ſolemn account. My ſoul | 
was ſtained with many. ſins, not; one. . of 
which I had ever ſincerely lamented, or for 
the pardon of which, I had. ever in enrheſt 
W W a 185 


Fill my heart, O God, with unfeigned 
thank fulneſs to Thee, for thy mercy, in not 
ſuffering me to go hence in ſo unprepared 
a ſtate, Bleſſed be thy name for not ſuf- 

| E 3 fering 
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fering the pit to ſbut its mouth upon me And 
now, O God, let me not only refle& with 
_ gratitude on my eſcape. from the grave, 

but wiſely improve my recovered health, 
in endeavouring to acquaint myſelf with 
Thee, my Creator, my Preſerver, my long- 
ſuffering and merciful God. 


« Let me bleſs thy holy Name, for or- 
daining thoſe means, which Thou haſt ap- 
pointed for bringing me to the knowledge, 
and practice of true religion. O ſuffer me 
no longer to trifle with them, as J have for- 
merly done; but may I ſeriouſly attend on 
them, in order to be made wiſe unto ſalvation. 
Open my underſtanding, O Lord, that I may 
underſtand the Scriptures. Open my heart, 
as thou didit the heart of Lydia, that I may 
ſeriouſly attend to the inſtructions of thy 
miniſters; and that my neglected and igno- 
rant mind may be enriched, with a ſound 
knowledge of the things, which relate to my 


Peace. 
« Suffer 
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ee Suffer me not, O merciful Lord, to 
reſt ſatisfied with the attainment of religious 
knowledge, but enable me to act according to 
that knowledge. Let not my heart deceive 
me by ſaying peace when thy word does 
not ſpeak peace. Let me not miſtake any 
counterfeit of religion for the reality. - O 
let my foul ſtand upon a firm foundation, 
that it may bear the day of trial. 


« Let me not, I humbly beſeech Thee, 
ſtop at a partial amendment of conduct; 
but give me a truly penitent heart, that I 
may be aſhamed of ſin, and weary of its 
influence over me. Let my ſoul lothe 
and abhor every thing which thou haſt 
forbidden. And, O Lord, enable me to 
| ſeek a reconciliation with Thee, through 
the mediation of thy dear and bleſſed Son, 
who gave himſelf an offering and a ſacrifice 
for the ſins of men. Thankful that Thou 
| haſt /et Him forth to be à propitiation, may 
I fly to that mercy-ſeat, like a guilty ſin- 
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ner as I am, that I may obtain reniflow of 


0 e the blood of Jeſus. 


e O let all oppeticidn of my depraved 
nature to thy holy will, ceaſe for ever. 
And let thy Holy Spirit take away from 


me all alienation of heart to Thee, and to 


thy ways, that my ſoul being truly recon- 
ciled to Thee, I may employ the remainder | 
of life like a new creature; endeavouring 
to fave myſelf, and my houſe ; and holding 
forth to all men, the light of a truly chriſ- 

tian example. $27 2hd - 


- * And be graciouſly pleaſed; O Lord, 
to direct and ſucceed my endeavours. to 
train up my family in the fear off thã holy 
name. O forgive my former. ſhameful 
negligence herein. And if I taſte the bitter 
fruits of the ungodly example I gave to 
my houſhold, let me remember my ſin, 
and be filent. Enable me to be patient, 
and to imitate in my conduct towards them, 


that 
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that long-ſuffering, with which Thou haſt 
borne with me. 


« Enable me to perſevere in my chriſtian 
courſe, and not to be ſatisfied with having 
diſcovered how a ſinner may obtain for- 


giveneſs, but be concerned to my laſt hour, 


to know how I may be made more holy 
and heavenly both in heart and life. And 
if I be called to endure deriſion and con- 
tempt for thy ſake, O Lord, let me bear 
them with meekneſs; counting the very 
reproach of Chriſt greater riches than the. 
treaſures of the world ; and rejoicing, that 
ſhould I loſe all my friends on earth, I have 
gained one in heaven, whoſe loving kindneſs 

is better than life. | 


« O moſt merciful God, ſuffer me never 
to forget the leſſons which I ought to learn 
from my recovery, and of which I have 
been now reminded. O write them upon 
my heart, that they may never be forgotten. 
Let me walk humbly with God all the reſt 
of 


- 
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of my days; that whether I live, I may live 

unto the Lord; or whether I die, I may die 

unto the Lord; through Jeſus Chriſt, my 

only hope, and refuge, to whom, with the 

Father, and the Holy Spirit, be glory for 
ever and ever, Amen.” 


By the ſame Author. 
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